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This is the first regular
update from Chris
Grayling, the Member of
Parliament for Epsom and
Ewell. The Epsom and
Ewell Parliamentary
constituency covers the
Borough of Epsom and
Ewell, as well as Ashtead
and the north end of the
Borough of Reigate and
Banstead, including Nork,
Tattenhams and Prestons.

This bulletin will be
published twice yearly, in
October and April, and will
provide all local residents
with an update of Chris's
work in the area and about
other news and events. It
will also provide you with
updated information about
surgeries and other contact
details should you have a
problem you need to raise
with your MP.

Chris Grayling MP

You can write to
Chris Grayling MP
at the

House of Commons,
London

SW1A 0AA.
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Epsom General Hospital

The situation at Epsom Hospital continues to
dominate the headlines locally. Many patients have
raised their concerns with both Chris and the
Epsom and St Helier NHS Trust. They have now
been endorsed by the Government-backed
Commission for Health Improvement, which has
publicised a report highly critical of the way the
Trust is being managed.

The Commission highlighted several specific failings at
Epsom and St Helier. Cleanliness was picked as a matter
of particular concern. The Trust does not learn from
complaints, and they take too long to be investigated.

Relations between the
management and staff are
also poor - all findings
which reflect many of the
complaints that patients
have been making in the
past few months.

In July, Chris met the
previous Chief Executive of
the Trust, Dr Nigel Sewell,
to discuss some of the
specific concerns raised by
Epsom patients. After Dr
Sewell's decision to take
early retirement, Chris met
the new Chief Executive,
John de Braux, to discuss
ways of improving the
situation. He has also held
meetings with senior
officials at the East Surrey
Health Authority.

"By far the biggest issue in
my Parliamentary postbag is
the Hospital," Chris says. "l
will continue to monitor the
situation and do what | can
to encourage the Trust to
make improvements at
Epsom Hospital. | have also
asked the Trust to make a
proper long term
commitment to the future of
the hospital, to get rid of
the doubts that are affecting
staff morale."

Dealing with the school places shortfall

According to Surrey
County Council, there will
be a shortage of more than
five hundred secondary
school places within the
next five years. In July, the
Government agreed - in its

response to a written
Parliamentary Question
from Chris Grayling - to
reopen discussions with
the County and Blenheim
High School about the
possibility of providing

funding to expand the
school. An extra two forms
of entry at Blenheim would
help meet some of the
expected shortfall.
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. « « CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 " have been doing what |

can to start and support
discussions between the
County and the
Government to find a
solution to this problem. |
will continue to do so, and
have expressed a
willingness to lead an all-
Party delegation from the
area to meet officials at the
Department of Education if
necessary, " said Chris.
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Blenheim High School
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Teacher shortages

In July Chris made a speech in the House of Commons
calling for urgent government support for Surrey
schools, which continue to have great difficulty in
filling vacancies. He has also met the Director of
Education at Surrey County Council to offer what
support he can at Westminster as the local education
authority tries to find a solution to the problem.

Mobile Phone Masts

Many residents have raised concerns about the number
of mobile phone mast applications locally, and
particularly about a number of applications falling
within residential or conservation areas. If there is an
application near your home, your first contact point
should be your local councillors. However in cases
where a proposal is inappropriate, Chris will also be
happy to make representations on your behalf. Please
write to him at the House of Commons.

Horses and the Downs

In September Chris, together with Chris Frost, Chairman
of the Downs Conservators, organised a meeting at
Epsom Downs Race Course between the racing industry
and the local authorities in the area. The aim of the
meeting was to start discussions between all those
involved in the area about how best to support the
future of the industry in Epsom and to tackle the
planning and road safety issues that affect the area.
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Chris meets local residents affected by the Central Railway proposal

Tackling
our transport
problems

In July, Chris was appointed to the House of
Commons Transport Select Committee. "l feel
very strongly that we need to improve the
quality of the transport system in this country,
and hope to contribute to making improvements
both locally and nationally," he says.

This autumn he is holding
meetings with a number of
our local transport
operators, including South
West Trains, South Central,
the new rail company that
took over from Connex,
and the bus company
Arriva. He met South West
Trains in September, and
urged them to move as
quickly as possible to
make the improvements
promised in their
application for a new
franchise. He is also
pressing South Central to
make improvements to
services and stations on
the Epsom Downs line.

The disused line south
of Chessington.




A NEW
Central Railway update

The Strategic Rail Authority has just
completed a study into the viability of the
Central Railway proposal to build a new
freight railway alongside the M25.

It is not yet known what the study says, or whether
it will be made public. Chris has written to the
Chairman of the SRA to ask for more information
about the findings. Central Railway is currently
trying to secure government backing for its scheme.

Following a Government response to one of his
Parliamentary Questions, he has also begun a
consultation exercise locally about the possibility of
extending the Chessington South railway line closer to
Epsom to serve the developments on the old hospital
sites. A disused embankment running south from
Chessington towards Epsom was left derelict after the
War, and could be used to build a new line. The idea
was briefly considered by local councils in the 1980s.

In his response to Chris's question, the Transport
Minister said such a scheme could be eligible for
funding from the Strategic Rail Authority.

"l want to find out what the thoughts of local people
are before | pursue this idea seriously," Chris says. "If
you have a view on the proposal, please write to me
at the House of Commons."
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A visit from your MP

If you would like Chris to attend an event or to visit your
organisation, please contact the Constituency Office.
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Visiting Epsom
Fire Station

With members |
of the Epsom |
and Ewell
Islamic Society

Campaigning
with residents
for a new
crossing over
the A24

ViSitS to the House of Commons

If you are part of a local school or organisation that would
like to arrange a tour of the House of Commons, please
contact Beth Mitchell in Chris's office at Westminster.

You can ring the office on 020 7219 8194, or write to
her at the House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA.

Surgeries

Chris holds surgeries every fortnight on either a Friday
afternoon or Saturday morning. The venues rotate
between the Constituency Office in Ashtead and venues
in Epsom, Ewell & Tattenham Corner. For details of the
next surgery date, and to book an appointment, please
ring the Constituency Office.

Constituency Office:
212 Barnett Wood Lane, Ashtead KT21 2DB
Tel: 01372 271036 Fax: 01372 270906

graylingc@parliament.uk www.chrisgrayling.net




